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Dear Friends,

We recently hosted four families through the Interfaith Hospitality Network. We provided spacious rooms to
sleep in, a playground where their children could play, a comfortable, warm setting in the fellowship hall where
they could enjoy good Westminster cooking, wash their clothes, take showers and make a decent home for
themselves for the week. Last week we hosted a large reception in the fellowship hall for the family and friends
of Westminster member, Dr. Don Pohl following his memorial service. Margie and the family expressed great
appreciation for the hospitality they received. The following day in that same space we provided dinner and
breakfast for the forty-eight member Doane College choir. After choir members enjoyed their supper that
evening, one hundred parents met in the fellowship hall for the Westminster Day School’s kindergarten forum
workshop.

The members of the Delta Kappa Gamma honorary educator sorority met in the fellowship hall earlier this
week. This Friday the Day School will hold their annual fund raising dinner and auction in fellowship hall.
Thanks to the reduced overhead costs to produce this event, a record 180 parents, teachers, and friends of the
Day School are planning to attend.

Beginning next Friday volunteer tax consultants with the AARP will be available in the fellowship hall to
provide free weekly assistance for anybody to prepare their income tax. In coming weeks the fellowship hall
will provide space for an area Girl Scout Thinking Day Event, a day when area troops (150 girls and leaders)
gather to participate in activities to honor their sister Girl Scouts in other countries, our own Westminster chili
cook-off event, Wednesday evening Lenten soup suppers, and an Austin-wide Presbyterian youth gathering.
Along with these many activities, the fellowship hall houses Sunday morning adult education classes, monthly
session, diaconate, and Adventures meetings, youth fellowship gatherings, weekly choir rehearsals, and after
worship fellowship time.

I rattle off this long activity list to make a point: we are putting our new and beautiful facility to good use. It
has become an integral part of our ministry at Westminster--a way that we can provide gracious hospitality,
opportunities for spiritual growth, assistance to those in need, and fellowship for God’s people.

Thanks to the generous 24% increase in giving we have seen in the 2010 Connecting to God, One Another, and
to the World stewardship campaign, we will be able to roll the building payment into this year’s budget and
continue to grow in ministry and mission. The session plans to adopt that budget at a special called meeting
next week and will present that budget to the congregation later in the month.

As we move into this year, we can be grateful for the generosity of our members, opportunities for expanded
ministry and mission at Westminster, and, once again, the bounty of God’s grace!

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Bill
Calendar
Feb 7 - Sun [08:30 AM  |Worship / Communion Sanctuary
08:30 AM  |PW Board meeting Library
09:40 AM  |Church School (for all ages)
10:40 AM  |Fellowship Fellowship Hall
11:00 AM  |Worship / Communion Sanctuary
Feb 8 - Mon 12:00 Noon [Children’s Ministries Committee Library
05:45 PM Fellowship Committee Fellowship Hall
05:45 PM Diaconate Fellowship Hall
05:45 PM  |Congregational Care Committee Fellowship Hall
Feb 9 - Tue 09:00 AM  |WPDS Church Times Sanctuary
10:00 AM  |Staff Meeting Pastor's Study
10:30 AM  |Tuesday Circle Library
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Feb 10 - Wed [09:00 AM  [WPDS Church Times Sanctuary
07:00 PM  [Adult Choir Choir Room

Feb 11 - Thu [12:15PM |Mid-day Prayers Sanctuary
01:00 PM  |Thursday Circle Annex

Feb 12 - Fri 09:00 AM  |AARP Tax Counseling Fellowship Hall

Feb. 13 - Sat [10:00 AM  |Ladies Who Brunch New Saturday Circle Library

Feb 14 - Sun ]08:30 AM  [Worship / Communion Sanctuary
09:40 AM  |Church School (for all ages)
10:40 AM  |Fellowship Fellowship Hall
11:00 AM  |Worship Sanctuary
05:00 PM  |Youth Fellowship Annex

Feb 15 - Mon 05:45 PM Human Resources Committee Pastor's Study
07:00 PM  [Mission Committee Library

Feb 16 - Tue [10:00 AM  |Staff Meeting Pastor's Study
05:30 PM  JAdmin/Finance Committee Library

Feb 17 - Wed ASH WEDNESDAY
07:15 AM  |Ash Wednesday Service Sanctuary
12:00 Noon |WPDS Parenting Series Room 10
01:30 PM Lifetime Learning Class-Great Decisions Room 10
06:00 PM  [Lenten Soup Supper Sanctuary
06:45 PM  |Ash Wednesday Service Sanctuary
07:30 PM  JAdult Choir Choir Room

Feb 18 - Thu |09:00 AM  |WPDS Staff Inservice Room 10
12:15 PM  |Mid-day Prayers Sanctuary
07:30 PM  |WPC Book Group Offsite

Feb 19 - Fri 09:00 AM  JAARP Tax Counseling Fellowship Hall
11:30 AM  |Peace, Justice & the Environment Sub-Committee |Library
01:00 PM Lifetime Learning - Jane Austen Room 10

Lenten Season at Westminster

Our Lenten journey begins with the imposition of ashes at Ash Wednesday services on February 17 at 7:15
a.m. and 6:45 p.m. in the sanctuary. A 6:00 p.m. soup supper in the Fellowship Hall precedes the evening
service. We will continue to gather during the season of Lent on Wednesdays for 6:00 p.m. soup suppers and
6:45 p.m. worship featuring guest preachers. Preachers for the Wednesday evening Lenten services are:

Feb. 24 The Rev. Dr. Monya Stubbs, Assistant Professor of New Testament at Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary

March 3 The Rev. Dr. Ted Wardlaw, President and Professor of Homiletics at Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary

March 10 The Rev. Dr. Arun Jones, Associate Professor of Mission and Evangelism at Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary

March 17 Karen Wagner, Director of Christian Education, Westminster Presbyterian

March 24 Robert Quiring, Westminster’s student intern and senior student at Austin Presbyterian

Theological Seminary

Lenten devotional guides will also be available in the narthex prior to Ash Wednesday.

2010 Celebration of The World Day of Prayer

Austin's 2010 Celebration of The World Day of Prayer will be on Friday, March 5th, at Northwest Hills United
Methodist Church, beginning at 9:30. This special time of prayer began in 1887, and is celebrated by women
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throughout the world. Please join Church Women United as we come together from all denominations and
areas of Austin in fellowship and prayer. You may call Mary Jansen (323-2355) for directions, or for driving
together.

32" Annual CROP Hunger Walk

When: Saturday & Sunday, March 6-7, 2010
Sat. Registration, 9:30 am; Walk begins 10:00 am
Sun. Registration, 1:45 pm; Walk begins 2:30 pm

Where: *******NEW LOCATION-Walter E. Long Park***x*¥skkx
(6614 Blue Bluff Road, near Travis County Expo Center)

What else is new: This year features a 5k race. CWS will donate 25% of the proceeds from this year's walk to
Haiti. There will be a table in the Narthex for members to pick up packets February 7, 14, 21, and 28, from
12:00-12:30 p.m.

Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Service February 9

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 11:00 a.m.
Shelton Chapel at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
100 E. 27 St.

Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Edward Lorenzo Wheeler
President of Christian Theological Seminary

The Huston-Tillotson University Gospel Choir
under the direction of Dr. Gloria Quinlan

Need Some Help With Your Income Tax Return?

Friday, February 15, 2010 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm will see the opening of 2009 US income tax return
preparation activity in WPC's Fellowship Hall. Volunteer tax return certified preparers will be working under the
AARP's Tax Counseling for the Elderly program. There are no income or age restrictions and no costs.
The general public is to be served, not just WPC members.

The only limits are that returns must not be "Out Of Scope”, meaning that some complicated cases cannot be
treated, such as detailed Schedule E's involving rents or Schedule F's relating to farm income. Returns will
be prepared and e-filed each Friday, same time, until the end of the tax season, April 15th.

Persons wishing to be served should bring all documents for income and deductions, adjustments and credits,
Social Security cards for themselves and dependents, their 2008 tax returns if possible, and good reading
material in case they have to wait. Clients will be asked to sign in and wait their turn in order. Upon sign-in, a
greeter will consult with each client to assure that that particular case is "In Scope" and can be handled under
the TCE program.

WPC Crafting Bee

Join us for crafts and fellowship. Experienced, beginners, and wannabes accepted! Just come hang out with
us.

Meetings, Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. — location will alternate between the Annex and Amy Rose’s
house (11607 Windermere Meadows, 78759)

February 27, Amy’s House

March 27, Annex

April 24, Amy’s House

May 22, Annex

People are always welcome to work on a service project or bring a personal project to work on. Service project
possibilities include:



¢ blankets and quilts for children and teens for possible use during future IHN hosting weeks or for
donation to The Linus Connection or other local charity.

e hats, scarves, etc. for future donation to Knitzvah (knitting for the homeless through Mobile Loaves &
Fishes) or other local organization.

**NEW**

e Preemie shirts, blankets and hats for Threads of Love

e Linen burial cloths for use in the Westminster columbarium (details on request)

e Shawls for Westminster members in need of prayer

Please join us! For more information contact Amy Rose: 258-9288 or arose@austin.rr.com

Haiti Relief Donations Qualify for Immediate Tax Relief

If you have given to relief for Haiti, including donations to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance directly, or
through Westminster, that donation may be deductible on your 2009 income tax return. Taxpayers who
itemize deductions on their 2009 return qualify for this special tax relief provision, enacted January 22. Only
cash contributions made to these charities after January 11, 2010, and before March 1, 2010, are eligible. This
includes contributions made by text message, check, credit card or debit card. The new law only applies to
cash (as opposed to property) contributions. The contributions must be made specifically for the relief of
victims in areas affected by the January 12 earthquake in Haiti. Taxpayers have the option of deducting these
contributions on either their 2009 or 2010 returns, but not both.

Lifetime Learning Institute Offers Spring Classes

Do you seek new ideas, experiences of acquaintances? If you are age 50 or older, check out the 63 courses
Lifetime Learning Institute (LLI) offers for its Spring 2010 term. Whether it is exercise, needlework, finance,
line dancing, foreign languages, Egypt or America’s religions that’s of interest, you should find at least one
course to enjoy. Cost is $20 per course.

The daytime classes meet once each week, Monday — Friday, for six or eight weeks, February 15 — April 16, at
various locations in Austin. Registration is now underway. Check LLI's website: www.lliaustin.org or call
LLI’s office, 206-4232.

Two of the spring classes will meet at Westminster. Great Decisions 2010 Discussion Group will meet
Wednesdays from 1:30 — 3:30 p.m. in Room 10. Jane Austen on the Page and on the Screen will meet in
Room 10 on Fridays from 1:00 — 3:00 p.m.

Stewardship Update: Connecting to God, One Another and the World

The Westminster session hopes to finalize the congregation’s budget for 2010 on Tuesday, February 9. We
have made significant progress toward our goal, but still need to hear from Westminster families and
individuals who have not pledged for the year. Your participation is vital to helping us reach the goal for the
2010 proposed budget and fully funding Christ's ministry at Westminster for the year.

If you have not yet returned a pledge card, please do so by this Sunday, February 7. You may also call the
church office with your pledge information, or send it by email to our church accountant, Jimmie Grossman, at
wpcadmin@wpcaustin.org.

Thanks to all of you who have made a pledge to the 2010 Connecting to God, One Another, and the World
campaign. To date we have 181 pledges for $684,513. You have stepped forward in faith, generously
increasing your giving by 24% for this year!

The 2010 budget calls for a significant increase in pledges to $755,000. This increase provides for:
- debt service on our new building totaling $85,000
funding the additional expenses associated with our new facility
a 20% increase in mission budget
a 2% raise in pay and benefits for our staff
partial replenishment of our reserves
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Obviously, full participation by the congregation is essential for a successful campaign. If we are unable to
come near our goal the session will be faced with the difficult decision of reducing our budget--possibly
drastically cutting our mission giving and/or reducing staff.

Thank you again to those who have already made generous pledges, and thanks to those of you who are
prayerfully considering your pledge to the campaign.

Randall’s “Good Neighbor Program” Benefits Westminster

Randall's Food Market and Pharmacy is proud to be in partnership with Westminster through the Good
Neighbor Program. Westminster recently received a check from Randall’s for $107.22 for the last quarter of
2009 from purchases made by Westminster members and friends. All you have to do is let Randall’s know you
want to link your Remarkable Card to the Westminster Good Neighbor number Account #4317. It's that
easy!

New PW Circle Group Begins
ATTENTION all ladies of WPC: Do you enjoy chatting with girlfriends (or womenfriends) over a cup of coffee

while noshing on yummy brunch cuisine? Would you like to part of a group who does?

JOIN THE PW LADIES WHO BRUNCH!
The Ladies Who Brunch is the new Saturday circle of WPC PW.
We are open to any ladies of WPC who care to brunch and share their faith in a small group setting.
We meet each month on a Saturday morning from 10:00-11:15 a.m. in the church library.

This spring we will be exploring spirituality, spiritual disciplines, and spirituality for different
personalities as part of the journey to wholeness, God, and love. Beginning with identifying our need
as faithful Christians for spiritual growth, we will then discover different pathways to growth, reflect on
the influence differing personalities have on our worship experience, and explore ways to ensure
meaningful participation for all personality types.

We always enjoy a delicious brunch during our time together.

For more details contact Terry Allbright (512-284-8435) or Layla Young (512-965-5646,
laylaryoung@gmail.com).

Please join us on February 13™!

From Previous Connections

Manos de Cristo is Grant Finalist! —= VOTE to help them receive grant money

Manos de Cristo has been chosen as a finalist for Tom's of Maine Dental Health for All Project Sponsorship.
As a finalist, they have the chance to get a $20,000 grant to provide dental treatment to low-income
individuals.

You can vote once every day until voting closes at 11 p.m. on March 12". Bookmark the website (below), vote
as much as you can, and spread the word to help Manos provide dental care for low-income individuals who
lack resources to meet their essential oral healthcare needs.

Vote Here: http://www.tomsofmaine.com/community-involvement/dental-clinic-vote.aspx?proposal=30
Thank you for voting and spreading the word!

Presbyterians Respond to the Earthquake in Haiti

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is accepting funds to enable a significant response for relief and
recovery efforts related to the earthquake in Haiti. Funds received into this account will supplement the initial
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One Great Hour of Sharing disbursement to provide for immediate assistance and the long-term recovery.
Direct donations to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, can_be made online or you may give through
Westminster. Checks should be made payable to Westminster Presbyterian Church with “Haiti” in the memo.

Manos de Cristo 2010 Gala: All You Need is Love -- February 12, 2010

Manos de Cristo’s 2010 All You Need is Love Gala will be held at the Hyatt in downtown Austin on Feb. 12,
and tickets are available now!

Tickets to the Gala are $100. Call 477-7454, x107 or email development@manosdecristo.org to inquire
about sponsorship opportunities. Help us make this Gala our most successful ever!

Presbyterian Women Tee Shirt Sale

Tee shirts on sale each Sunday in the Narthex from 10:30 — 11 a.m. and 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. Tee shirts are
black 100% organic cotton in Junior size Baby Tee S-L and Ladies sizes S-XXXL. Tee shirts are available to
try on. Buy your Westminster tee shirt now!

Coffee for $8 Per Pound and Other Tasty Bargains

The fair trade coffee sold at church is now only $8 per pound! Locally roasted especially for Westminster by
Joe Lozano of Third Coast Coffee are the following outstanding coffees: Guatemalan Huehuetenango Rio
Azul has a mellow aroma, snappy acidic taste, a rich body, and a semi-sweet chocolate flavor with subtle notes
of fruit. Pangoa Peruvian has sweet undertones, hints of fruit and spice, medium body, dark and
earthy. Ethiopian Harrar Sidamo and Yirgacheffe Oromia are intensely aromatic, balanced body with incredible
fruit notes, bold yet smooth. The decaffeinated coffee is Pangoa Peruvian, water-processed in Mexico. The
Equal Exchange Organic Sister's Blend drip grind coffee for $8 per pound honors women around the world. All
coffees are fair trade, organic, and available in whole bean or drip grind. The air-tight 4-ounce packages of
whole bean are only $2 each. The popular cocoa mix is still $6 per can. The Chai, English Breakfast, Earl
Grey, and Green fair trade organic teas are still only $4 per box. For questions, comments, special orders, or
requests, please contact Adrienne Inglis at 320-0613. Thanks for your support of a healthy sustainable
economy for farmers worldwide.

Worship

Sunday, February 7

5" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Preacher: Kathy Anderson

Liturgists: Bill Clark, Robert Quiring

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

Those Serving as After-Church Elders, Greeters, Cookie Hosts, Acolytes, and After-Church
Flower Deliverer:

After Church Elders: Stan Shaw, David Rose, Jack Prince

Greeters: South Door, Susan Somerville and Mary Moody; North Door, Bonnie and Aoife O’Reilly
Cookie Hosts: Lynn Eno and Jon and Nancy Goree

Acolytes: Molly Wear, Todd Schriber, Julia Schriber

After-Church Flower Deliverer: Shawn Harrison

Sunday, February 14

Transfiguration of the Lord

Preacher: Bill Clark

Liturgists:  Kathy Anderson, Robert Quiring
Scripture:  Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; Luke 9:28-36

Those Serving as After-Church Elders, Greeters, Cookie Hosts, Acolytes, and After-Church
Flower Deliverer:
After Church Elders: Grover Campbell, Ann Scott, Jim Lockart
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Greeters: South Door, Ehrlich family; North Door, Mary Anne Ater and Sharon Albrecht
Cookie Hosts: Ehrlich family and Sharon Albrecht

Acolytes: Sara Shaw, Roger Cain, Eliza Cain

After-Church Flower Deliverer: Virginia Hill

Adult Ministries

Adult church school, Sunday mornings 9:40 — 10:40 a.m. For more detailed descriptions, please visit
the WPC website!

Forum Class — Fellowship Hall
February 7 Peace, Justice, and Environment Series Shana Norton, speaking on Air Quality
February 14 Peace, Justice, and Environment Series Alyssa Burgin, speaking on The Texas
Drought Project
February 21 Lenten Series begins

Dr. Gene March, Old Testament professor
Jean Brown Visiting Scholar, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Bible Study — Room 9
Interested in reading and studying the Bible? No prior knowledge is heeded, just your willingness to read the
Bible and reflect on it with others! Join us!

February 7 Acts 17:1-15
February 14 Acts 17:16-34
February 21 Meet with the FORUM class during the season of Lent

MYConnection Class — Room 10

We will spend the month of February reading and discussing The Life of Prayer: Mind, Body, and Soul with
its author, Allan Hugh Cole, Jr. Allan is the Nancy Taylor Williamson Associate Professor of Pastoral Care and
Associate Dean for Masters Programs at Austin Seminary. Allan, his wife Tracey, and their daughters,
Meredith and Holly, attend WPC.

February 7 What is Prayer? (Chapter 1) and Why Do We Pray? (Chapter 2)
February 14 What Are the Benefits of Prayer? (Chapter 3)
February 21 With Whom Do We Pray? (Chapter 4)

The Thoughtful Christian Class — Library

February 7: the Thoughtful Christian class will discuss Krista Tippet’'s conversation with Jacqueline
Novogratz, CEO of The Acumen Fund. Please listen to the interview on the Speaking of Faith website,
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2010/different-kind-of-capitalism/ and bring your
ideas on the relevance of this topic to our faith journey.

When voices in our denomination question the wisdom of thought behind the “give/teach a
woman to fish” ideal and spreading the same work over more workers (a 35 hour work week),
does this sort of social entrepreneurship resonate with us?

Is questioning “...the bringing a higher standard of living to the rest of the world is really
pursuing a dream that is not sustainable by our earth ...”a valid criticism?
This Church school class will not be lead, it will be a discussion. Come commune, share and learn with
us.

Children’s Ministries


http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2010/different-kind-of-capitalism/

Preschoolers: Preschoolers start in Room 14 for Song Time and the teachers will pick them up and take
them to their classrooms. The children may be picked up in their room at the end of Sunday school. 2/3’s will
be in room 5 and the 4’s/K’s in room 4. Your child must be 2 by August 1% to be in the 2 year old class.
Younger children may be taken to the nursery.

A NURSERY for our littlest members is in Room 2, staffed by a caring and trained team of child care
workers. Children of all ages are welcome in worship at Westminster. The nursery, located in Room 2 of the
Education Wing is available for infants through 5 years old.

Godly Play for Preschoolers on Sunday Morning

Children of all ages are welcome in worship at Westminster. We understand, however, that sometimes children
grow restless, so during the 11 a.m. worship service, as a part of caring for our youngest saints, we offer a
nursery for infants and Godly Play for 3-5 year olds. Godly Play will begin at 11:15, but children may join us at
any time after the Passing of the Peace. We ask that parents wait outside Room 13 after worship for children
to be dismissed.

Elementary Age Children: Dwelling Places meets in Room 13.

Jan 24-Feb 7 Healing Stories
Feb 14-March 7 Esther

Youth Ministries

Church School classes for all youth meet each Sunday morning. in the Annex, located at the corner of
Carlton and Hillview, just beyond the church parking lot.

Fellowship

Feb 7" — No Fellowship

Feb 14" — Fellowship at the Annex
Feb 21° — Fellowship at the Annex

Looking ahead — March 21% (end of Spring Break) — we are hosting a dance and inviting some other youth

groups. More info soon.
Youth Sunday comes up in April. Be looking for emails about ideas for theme.

Save the Date

High School Mission Trip Summer 2010 — June 20" — June 26" — To Texas City for Hurricane Clean up with
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

Still working on dates for Middle School to Hugo ¢ mid July is most likely

Middle School (Grades 6 - 7) Senior High (Grades 9 - 12)
Meets in the Annex Living Room Meets in the Annex Red Room
Topic: | Know My Bible Topic: A variety of resources focusing

on our lives, current events, questions,
and the role of faith in our lives.

*x * * * * * *

Fellowship
Thursday — March 4



7 p.m. @ Opal Divine’s, 700 West 6" Street
Topic:

If you have a chance to watch the movies ahead of time, please do...but if you can’t, don’t stay away; there will
be plenty to talk about.

Bring a friend, neighbor, or co-worker! Opal Divine’s is on West Sixth Street across from Katz’s Deli. This
is a great place; we have the upstairs room all to ourselves!

Here’s a link to the website if anyone wants to preview the menu:
http://www.opaldivines.com/freehouse/index.html

There is a parking lot in the back and lots of street parking as well within a block or two that is generally free.
Suggestion: Why not meet at the church parking lot and carpool with others? Talk it up; ask around; the less
vehicles we have to park the easier it will be.

Adventures meets Tuesday, March 2 @ Noon in Fellowship Hall.
Come at noon.
Bring your lunch
Bring a friend.
Enjoy the fellowship.
Don't miss it!

Mission

Bring Food for Manos de Cristo on Sunday, February 7 — Always the 1°' Sunday of the Month!
Manos always needs food. Bring non-perishable food Sunday, February 7. And as we are fed at our Lord’s
table, we remember to feed others in need! Please remember to give for those who have less than we do.

Westminster Presbyterian Church, organized in 1947, is a congregation of Mission Presbytery, the
Synod of the Sun, and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)).



http://www.opaldivines.com/freehouse/index.html
http://www.wpcaustin.org/
http://www.mission-presbytery.org/
http://www.synodsun.com/
http://www.pcusa.org/

