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Weekly Word 
Dear saints, 
 
The months of summer offer most of us a season of relaxation, slower time, less scheduled activities, and 
vacations.  However, these days also find many at Westminster rolling up their sleeves and going to work – 
serving others and responding to the needs of God’s people in the world.  Many of you do this all year long, as 
we are called to do, but somehow, summertime offers us some particularly unique opportunities to engage in 
mission in our community and in the world. 



A number of Westminster youth will travel on two different mission trips this summer.  Our high school youth 
just returned from serving for a week at the Stewpot (www.thestewpot.org), serving meals to homeless people, 
working with children as part of a day camp, and learning about the issues of homelessness.  The middle school 
youth will spend one week at Heifer Ranch in Arkansas participating in service-learning program of Heifer 
International (www.heifer.org).  They will learn about issues of global poverty and hunger, while serving and 
working at the ranch – milking goats, working in the community garden, and spending time in Heifer’s 
experiential Global Village. 
  
In early August, many Westminster members will be participating in the Back to School Event at Manos 
de Cristo – right here in Austin (www.manosdecristo.org).  A program known to many in the city, Back to 
School provides the full range of school supplies, along with some new clothes, for close to 2,000 youngsters 
who would not otherwise have those things at the start of the school year.  Our challenge from Manos this 
year is to provide one item that is on every kid’s school list – pink bar erasers – to help out with 
the school supply collection.  We need 2,000 of them!  So…as you’re out shopping, grab as many pink 
erasers as you can, and bring them to church.  You may put them in the pink tub by the Mission Bulletin Board. 
  
And last but not least, in just eight weeks, we will continue our involvement with the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network (www.foundationhomeless.org) by hosting our first group of families that need shelter, housing, and 
food.  The Fellowship Hall and several classrooms will be used to provide a safe and welcoming space for 3-4 
families for a week.  There are a number of ways for you to be involved: serving as an overnight host, bringing 
meals, providing supplies, and much more.  Check the Mission Bulletin board for more information.  There will 
be an informational meeting and training event on Thursday evening, July 16 at 6 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Join us! 
  
Of course, there are many more ways to serve this summer; these are just a few.  But as you are relaxing and 
enjoying recreation this summer, remember that God gives us rest – not to recover from whatever we’ve just 
done – but to prepare us for what will come next.  I look forward to seeing you in the coming weeks, and to 
serving with you as we respond to the needs of God’s people in the world. 
  
Grace and peace, 
Kathy 
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Calendar 
  

Jul 5 - Sun 08:15 AM Worship / Communion Sanctuary 

  09:30 AM Church School (for all ages)   

  10:30 AM Fellowship Fellowship Hall 

  11:00 AM Worship / Communion Sanctuary 

Jul 6 - Mon   CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED/4th of July Holiday 
Observance 

  

Jul 9 - Thu 10:00 AM WPC Sewing Group Annex 

  12:15 PM Mid-day Prayers Sanctuary 

Jul 10 - Fri 11:30 AM Peace, Justice and the Environment Sub-Committee Library 

Jul 12 - Sun 08:15 AM Worship / Communion Sanctuary 

  09:30 AM Church School (for all ages)   

  10:30 AM Fellowship Fellowship Hall 

  11:00 AM Worship Sanctuary 

Jul 16 - Thu 12:15 PM Mid-day Prayers Sanctuary 

  06:00 PM Interfaith Hospitality Network Volunteer Training  Fellowship Hall



Prayer Requests 
  
Jane Williams and family, upon the June 18 death of Prescott Williams 
The family of Lib Minter, upon her June 22 death 
Kathy Lockart 
June Head 
John Clary 
Marilyn Clary 
Charmaine Denius 
Becky Taylor (sister of Tim Taylor) 
Barry Evans (friend of Mary Anne Ater) 
The family of Courtney Bunfill, upon her recent death (cousin of Ali Kamas) 
The family of Rusty McMains, upon his recent death (friend of Mike and Molly Hatchell) 
The family of Jackie Moll, upon her June 29 death (friend of Jim and Sharon Raab) 
Paul Smid (good friend of Michael Gianotti and Lea Anne Porter) 
Hope Young (friend of Katie Burns) 
Rose Wahrmund (Bryan Saunders’ grandmother) 
Garrett Herbst (grandson of Harvey and Dean Herbst) 
Ricky Davidson (uncle of Todd Davidson) 
Ashley Siptak and Abby Oehler (great nieces of Martha and Walt Richardson) 
The Rev. Juan Treviño (pastor of First Presbyterian, Brownsville and friend to many WPC members) 
Sissy Schriber (sister-in-law of Bob and Julie Schriber) 
Shirley Bridges (sister of Mary Anne Ater) 
Drew Saenz (friend of Lea Anne Porter and Michael Gianotti) 
Laura Johnson (friend of Layla Young) 
George O’Dwyer (friend of the Fields and Shaw families) 
Bill Whiteside (friend of Jack and Shirley Howard and Susan Cockburn) 
Peggy Huckabay (friend of the Somervilles) 
Dorothy Wolter (mother of Gelinda Schmidt) 
Joyce Stribling (cousin of Pat Boswell) 
Shirley Bird Perry (friend of Sharon McGraw) 
Civilians and military in war-torn areas: Ron MacKay, stationed in Iraq; Scott Cameron, deployed to 
Afghanistan (son of Marcia Kiger); John Ulsamer and Alpha Company, stationed in Iraq (son-in-law of Jim 
and Kathy Lockart); Sgt. Lindsey Rush (niece of Jim and Karen Nelson) 
Victims of oppression 
Peace and peace workers 
That God's peace may come 
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Sundae Sunday is coming – July 26! 
Join us at 5:30 p.m. for a summer Sunday evening family worship service and ice cream sundaes!  Yes, you 
read that correctly: yummy ice cream, either as a snack before dinner, or as dinner itself!  Bring your 
favorite kind of ice cream to share - toppings and other goodies provided! 
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Mark your calendars now – The All Church Retreat at Mo-Ranch is September 11-13 
Registration information will be available very soon! 
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Letter from Mission Presbytery Executive Presbyter 
Mission Presbytery Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Elder Hilary Shuford Rev. Dr. Miles H. White Elder Susan 
Penrod Executive Presbyter Stated Clerk Associate Presbyter, Christian Education Elder Ruben P. Armendariz Elder 



Lita Simpson Rev. Sam Riccobene Church Development Consultant Youth Ministries Camp Director Mission 
Presbytery serves God as a unique expression of the body of Christ in South Texas. As faithful stewards of 
God’s gifts, we proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ by • Fulfilling the mandates of the Book of Order • 
Encouraging and supporting congregations in mission and ministry Doing together what we cannot do alone. • 
 

June 18, 2009  
Queridos hermanos y hermanas,  
What an absolutely wonderful, incredible, Spirit-filled, peaceful, prayerful, powerful presbytery 
meeting! Love filled the room, and Harry and I were filled to overflowing with the warmth and 
welcome we received from you!  
God’s call for me to join you as your new exec in Mission Presbytery holds so much promise; and we 
know that all God’s promises are “Yes!” in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 1:19-20). Thank you, again, for electing 
the EP Search Committee. I thank God for their dedication, commitment, and faithfulness.  
 
I am “wow-ed” with the work in ministry and mission and for the opportunities for service and 
witness to the presence of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in Mission Presbytery. I was especially moved when 
called upon, as my first act, to pray with and for the newly chartered congregation, the First Korean 
Presbyterian Church in McAllen, TX.  
Within the first few hours of the presbytery meeting, we had chartered a new congregation, 
authorized a New Church Development, recognized a new certified church educator, examined a 
candidate for ordination, moved 5 inquirers to candidacy and heard stories of the work of 16 Certified 
Lay pastors. Before worship we had engaged in Bible study about the waters of baptism and new life 
in Christ; and the Acts 16:5 Initiative was “off and running.”  
 
Mission is blessed with a great presbytery staff: they perform their remarkable service in so many 
different ways. I will be privileged to lead them and work with them. Also, I was so impressed with the 
leadership of Mission Presbytery, all of whom presented their reports and moved actions effectively 
with grace and humility.  
 
Again, I am so thankful to God and “bowled over” with the love, warmth, hospitality and welcome 
from y’all. I am excited about our beginning, our working in mission and ministry together, and to 
meeting the challenges and opportunities that have been set before us with joy, laughter, and a deep 
sense of peace, confident God is leading us through Jesus Christ.  
I will arrive in the office of Mission Presbytery July 21, 2009 and look forward to the time ahead as we 
get to know each other better and seek to follow our Lord. I pray that God will continue blessing each 
and every one of you and our journey together.  
 
Peace,  

Hilary  
Hilary N. Shuford  
Executive Presbyter of Mission Presbytery  
7201 Broadway, Suite 303 ● San Antonio, Texas 78209-3743 ● 210/826-3296 ● Fax 210/826-0917 ● www.mission-presbytery.org 
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Manos de Cristo BACK TO SCHOOL Event 
Once again Westminster is supporting this wonderful event!  There are two ways you can participate: 
            1.  VOLUNTEER for the actual event by calling Manos @ 477-7454 and ask for Karen, Julie or Judy. 
                        Times available for SORTING are: 
                                    July 27-31st:   9:00-11:00 a.m.  or 1:00 - 3:00p.m. 
                        Times available for Distribution are: 
                                    August 3rd, 4th, or 6th:  8:00-12:00 or restock 1:00 -3:00 
                                    August 10 - 14th:  8:00 -12:00 or restock 1:00-3:00. 



  
            2. DONATE large PINK bar erasers: by July 15th. 
                        2000 Needed from us! Please place them in the peach colored tub in the narthex ASAP. 
  
So let's get shopping and volunteering to help make the event another great success for the families of Austin! 
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Library Notes 
Bread of Angels, a collection of sermons by Barbara Brown Taylor, has been given to the church library by 
Mary Moody.  Taylor, an Episcopal priest, is noted for her sermons and meditations on the life of faith; and this 
collection deals with divine love which often makes itself known in reversals and surprises. 
     
The DVD, "The Power of Forgiveness," has been given to the church library by Mary Jansen. It features Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wiesel, Buddhist master Thich Nhat Hanh, best-selling authors Thomas Moore and Marianne 
Williamson.  Named Best Documentary at the Sun Valley Spiritual Festival in 2007, the film "... reveals how 
forgiveness can transform your life." 
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Attention Parents of Elementary and Preschool Children 
The members of the Grow Christ’s Church Task Force want to visit with you about our life and ministry 
together at Westminster.  On Sunday, July 12 at the 9:30 a.m. church school hour you are invited to join us for 
a conversation.  We’ll meet in Room 10 of the Education Wing.  Rolls, coffee and juice will be available that 
morning as we meet.    
  
Over the past few years the number of families with younger children has increased in our congregation 
through births and new families joining.  We want to continue growing a ministry with and for our families at 
Westminster that will connect us with God and one another, and equip us to be the kind of people God calls us 
to be.  We hope that you can be a part of this conversation.  We value your input and your presence with us. 
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Celtic Chaski performs at Central Presbyterian Church August 6 – Mark Your Calendars! 
Shana Norton and Adrienne Inglis of Chaski present a program of Celtic music on Thursday August 6 from 
12:05-12:30 PM at Central Presbyterian Church as part of the Thursday Noon Concert Series.  Central 
Presbyterian is located at Eighth and Brazos Streets in downtown Austin.  The concert is free.  Reservations 
are required for a light lunch served following the concert.  Please e-mail reservations 
to concerts@cpcaustin.org with "Lunch" in the subject line, or call the church, 472-2445 no later than 10 AM on 
the day of the concert with your reservations. The cost is $5 per person. For more information 
visit http://www.chaskimusic.com/. 
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Calvin’s Jubilee 
  
Come join us Sunday, July 12 as we celebrate the 500th birthday of John Calvin (1509 – 1564), the father of 
the Reformed Tradition, the theological tradition that gave birth to Presbyterianism.  We will learn why this 
French lawyer and theologian’s impact has lasted into modern times.  Come meet Calvin the man, his views on 
society and his belief in the reformed faith. 
  
Special worship services that day will include much of Calvin’s heritage, including communion at both 8:15 
and 11 a.m.  For Church School that day, the Rev. Dr. David Johnson from Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary will be speaking about John Calvin – his background, theology, and importance to our faith and 
tradition. 
  



A birthday party, complete with a birthday cake, will follow the 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall…and there may even 
be a surprise visit by a very special guest! 

  
See you for Church School and worship on July 12th! 

[back to top] 
 
NEW Church Photo Directory! 
It’s time to take your picture! Every three years, Westminster produces a professionally photographed 
membership directory. All photos will be taken in the comfort of our own church, and with no sitting fee.  Each 
photoed household will receive a free directory and a free 8X10. There will be no obligation to purchase 
additional portraits, but extra poses of your choice (like mom with the grandkids) can be taken and purchased 
by those of you who may desire.  (You can even include your pet!) You can choose from a variety of poses for 
keepsakes, Christmas gifts, or Christmas cards.  
We will offer two sittings this year. The first dates are August 14-17 (and maybe the 18th). For those not 
available in August, the photographer will return October 20-24. Sign up online any Tuesday -Friday beginning 
July 6TH by going to our church website or by going directly to:  
https://www.Appointment-plus3.com/ap/westminster/index.php?page=10 
 
If you prefer, there will be signup sheets available in the narthex and you can sign up after church. After-church 
signups for August photography sittings will take place beginning on July 19th. Please note:  Signups for 
October photography sittings will take place in September & October only. 
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Thank You Note from Chip Somerville to Westminster Youth 
Dear Westminster Young Folks, 
 
Thanks so much for the football that you gave me when we dedicated the Fellowship Hall.  It was a special 
honor.  My all time favorite thing to do at church is to throw the football around with you all on the slab, but that 
football, signed by all of you, will remain in a special place. 
 
Many years from now, you can look back and recall that you and your families helped build the Fellowship Hall.  
I am looking forward to all of the special times and things that we will do with our new building.  Thanks again 
for your wonderful gift.  See you on the slab! 
 
Chip            
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From Previous Connections 
  

Quarterly Statement of Contributions Will Now Be Emailed 
  
In an effort to be better stewards of the church's money and our natural resources, the Finance and 
Administration Committee has decided to begin emailing quarterly statements of contributions. This is the 
statement you receive detailing the donations that you have given to the church. 
  
We will be sending statements by email to all contributors for whom the church has an email address. If the 
church does not have your email address, you will still receive a paper copy. Please let the church office know 
if you prefer to have a paper copy mailed to you. You can call Jimmie Grossman, email her at 
wpcadmin@wpcaustin.org, or return the form below. 
  
You will receive your statement in mid-July covering the period of January through June of this year. 
  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



  
_______    I wish to continue receiving a paper copy of my statement of contributions. 
  
_______    Please update my email address to ensure I receive my statement via email. 
  
My email address is:  ______________________________________   (please print) 
  
Printed Name  ___________________________________________                           
  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
Church Offices will be Closed July 6 
Because the 4th of July falls on Saturday this year, the church offices will be closed on Monday, July 6, in 
observance of the holiday. 
  
Columbarium Niches Now Available 
Information can be found  in the recently adopted columbarium policy which is available online  at the church 
website, www.wpcaustin.org/columbarium.cfm, or in the church office.    
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Worship 
Sunday, July 5 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Preacher:       Kathy Anderson 
Scriptures:    2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48;  

2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 
                    
Those Serving as After-Church Elders, Greeters, Cookie Hosts, and Acolytes 
After Church Elders: Linda Tyler, Grover Campbell, Margie Johnson 
Greeters:  South Door, Ben and Pat Boswell; North Door, Ryan McGinn and Sharon McGraw 
Cookie Hosts:   Pat Boswell and Alice and George Pryor 
Acolytes:  Sara Shaw, Katherine Jones, Madeline Jones  
  
Sunday, July 12 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Calvin Jubilee: Celebrating 500 Years of Reformed Faith and Life 
Preacher:       Bill Clark 
  
Those Serving as After-Church Elders, Greeters, Cookie Hosts, and Acolytes 
After Church Elders:  Cindy Sullivan, Todd Davidson, Liz Jones 
Greeters:  South Door, Jim Cochran and Bob Schriber; North Door, Linda Tyler and Shaaron Conoly 
Cookie Hosts:  No Cookies 
Acolytes:  Elizabeth Slaughter, Ben Slaughter, Adam Litch 
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Adult Ministries 
  
Adult church school 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.        For more detailed descriptions, please visit the WPC website! 
Forum Class – Fellowship Hall       July 5: The Amazing Faith of Westminster 

The annual summer favorite!  Come hear from Westminster members as  
they share with us stories of their faith! 

                                                            July 12: John Calvin: the Person, the Theologian, and Why We 
Remember Him After 500 Years 



Rev. Dr. David Johnson from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
will offer us “Calvin in one hour” as we remember and give thanks for his 
influence on our faith and the Reformed tradition. 
July 19: Roe v. Wade: The Law, Not the Morality 
Westminster’s own Steve Bowers helps us grapple with understanding 
the history and nuances of this landmark case. 

Bible Study – Room 6                       July 5: John 11-12 (Conflict and Opposition Grow, cont’d.) 
                                                            July 12: John 13-14 (Farewell Meal and Discourse) 
                                                            July 19: John 15-16 (cont’d.) 
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Children’s Ministries 
  

We are excited to have almost all of our LAMBS teachers returning this fall but there are still 
opportunities to be involved in children’s ministries at Westminster Presbyterian Church.  If you are 
interested in working with our preschool and elementary children please let Karen know.   We would love 
to have you join us! 
  
Children’s Church School 9:30 – 10:30 
  
Preschoolers:  Meet in room 4 (4’s-5’s).  Children can be picked up following church school at 10:30 a.m. in 
their room.  This summer the LAMBS will be using a curriculum entitled “Stepping Stones of Faith” by Anita 
Edlund. 
  
July 5th -   God Will Help Me when I am Afraid (Daniel 6: 1-127) 
July 12th  - God Will Listen when I Pray (Jonah 1:1-3:3) 
July 19th – God Likes to Be Praised (2 Samuel 22:1-4; Psalms 148, 150) 
July 26th -  God Wants me to help Other People (John 6:1-14) 
Aug 2nd  - God Keeps Promises (Matthew 1:18-2:11) 
Aug 9th  - God Made the World and God Made Me  (Genesis 1:1-2:22) Psalm 119:73) 
Aug 16th – God is Good (1 Samuel 1:6-20; 2:18-21) 
  
A NURSERY for our littlest members is in Room 2, staffed by a caring and trained team of child care 
workers. Children of all ages are welcome in worship at Westminster.  The nursery, located in Room 2 of the 
Education Wing is available for infants through 5 years old.  
  
Elementary Age Children: Dwelling Places meets in Room 13.  This summer we will be learning about 
Samuel, David and Elijah.  There are a few spots left if you are interested in teaching our elementary age 
group.   
  
July 5th -   Jonathan and David (1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19 1-7) 
July 12th  - The Friendship of David and Jonathan (1 Samuel 20: 1-23; 31b-42) 
July 19th – David Becomes King/God’s Covenant with David (2 Samuel 2:1-4; 6:1-5; 17-19; 7:1-9,16) 
July 26th - Elijah – The Drought and the Widow (1 Kings 17:1-16) 
Aug 2nd  - Elijah – The Contest ( Kings 18:1-39) 
Aug 9th  - Elijah meets God (1 Kings 19: 11-18) 
Aug 16th – Elijah Ascends to Heaven ( 1 Kings 19:19-21; 2 Kings 2:1-14) 
  
  

COME EXPERIENCE THE E.D.G.E!!!! 



VBS Registration is online! 
Sign up to be a part of CAMP E.D.G.E –  

  

August 10 – 14.  Register Online 
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Youth Ministries 
  
  

Church School classes for all youth meet each Sunday morning, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. in the Annex, located 
at the corner of Carlton and Hillview, just beyond the church parking lot. 
  
The month of July we will be having an ipod share.  Come to class with your MP3 player and a song that 
speaks to your soul.  What is it about the music that inspires you?   
  
SUMMER MISSION TRIPS 
Middle School - Heifer Ranch  July 26-31 – Cost $250 
Roger, John, Martin, Justina, Jessica, Grace, Annie, Madison, Todd, and Hayden – Bill, Layla 
  
Opportunities to Serve: 

July 23rd – Organizing the Children’s Library 

Week of July 27th – Manos needs help sorting school supplies and getting ready for Back-to-School 
Thursday, Aug 6th – work at Manos (8-12 then have lunch together) 
Week of Aug 10-14 – VBS 9-12 everyday – sign up for the days you can come.   
  
Save the Date 

August 16th Pool party following the All church back-to-school event 

August 23rd Rally Day and Fellowship Kickoff (we welcome the new 6th Graders) 
August 29-30 – Overnight at John Knox Ranch 

Week of Sept 6th – IHN hosts – would like 3-4  youth to come up each evening to read/play with kids, 
help with homework, interact with the families we host. 
    

Middle School (Grades 6 - 7)  Senior High (Grades 9 - 12)
Meets in the Annex Living Room  Meets in the Annex Red Room
Topic:  Christian Practices 
Grade 8:  Confirmation Class 
  
  

 Topic: A variety of resources focusing 
on our lives, current events, questions, 
and the role of faith in our lives.   

  

*   *   *   *   *   *   * 
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Fellowship 
  
Theology on Tap – Thursday, August 6 @ 7 p.m., B. B. Rover’s Café and Pub, 12101 Research 
Blvd., in the North Brook Center.  Join us for conversation, drink (your choice), food and fellowship!  
Topic: TBA. 
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Mission 
 
Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless  
The City of Austin allows Austin congregations that own their property and pay city utilities to divert one portion 
of their monthly utility bill – the Comprehensive Drainage Fee – to the Religious Coalition to Assist the 
Homeless (RCAH).  The Austin City Council mandated the establishment of a coalition of religious 
organizations to administer these funds.  The Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless is overseen by 
individuals representing the participant congregations.  Westminster contributed over $4000 (what would have 
been $ paid for our Comprehensive Drainage Fee) last year to this fund.  If you would like more information on 
the Coalition please go to www.rcah.austin.org.  The RCAH contributes about a half a million dollars annually 
to agencies helping the homeless here in Austin.  
  
Bring Food for Manos de Cristo on Sunday, July 5 
Manos needs food.  Bring non-perishable food Sunday, July 5.  And as we are fed at our Lord’s table, we 
remember to feed others in need!  Please remember to give for those who have less than we do. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church, organized in 1947, is a congregation of Mission Presbytery, the Synod 
of the Sun, and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 


